VIRUS CONCERNS 


STEAM FOR SPECIAL 
NEEDS STUDENTS 


LOCAL XTRA, LX-1 


CANCEL ‘PIPPIN’ 


MAGAZINE, B-1 


Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


ONE OF AMERICA’S GREAT NEWSPAPERS 


$2.00 


233 YEARS OF SERVICE 


FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2020 


VOL. 93, NO. 225, 3/13/20 


FINAL. 


State lab could run out of COVID-19 tests soon 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Like many in the Pittsburgh re- 
gion concerned about COVID-19, 
Vanessa German was trying to do 
the right thing last week when she 
called to set up an appointment 
with her primary care physician. 

The famed Pittsburgh visual 
and performance artist had re- 
turned from a trip to an art show in 
New York City, flying through 
Newark Airport on March 1. 

By March 3, she had a fever that 
grew into flu-like symptoms that 
got worse through the week. 

On March 5, she called her doc- 
tor’s office and described her symp- 
toms and where she had been the 
prior Sunday — along with her 
concern that she should be tested 
for COVID-19, the disease caused 
by the new coronavirus. 

The office made an appointment 


for 8:20 a.m. March 9. 

At 7:30 a.m. the morning of the 
appointment, Ms. German’s doctor 
called and asked her a few ques- 
tions about where she had flown 
through, where she had visited and 
how she was feeling — and then 
told her not to come in. 

“T would not feel comfortable 
with you sitting in our waiting 
room with a [medically] vulnerable 
population,” Ms. German said the 
doctor told her. 

“Can I get tested for COVID-19?” 
Ms. German said she asked her 
doctor, who works in a small, pri- 
vate clinic and could not be 
reached Thursday for comment. 

“We do not have the capacity to 
test you because of the Pennsylva- 
nia Department of Health,” the doc- 
tor told her. 

Ms. German, 43, of Homewood, 
never did get tested for COVID-19 
and has continued to self-isolate. 


“I don’t want to get anyone else 
sick,” she said. 

The scenario she described is 
similar to dozens of reported inter- 
actions that people have posted on- 
line in recent weeks: A nurse or 
doctor said the individual would 
not be tested for COVID-19 because 
the office could not do the test or be- 
cause the person did not reach the 
high bar to qualify. 


‘No backlog of tests’ 


There’s been widespread con- 
cern for weeks that COVID-19 is 
spreading around the state and 
country because there has been a 
strictly limited amount of testing 
— with too high a bar that may re- 
sult in missing potential cases of 
community spread of the disease. 

Hospital officials in Pittsburgh, 
as well as county and state public 
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Natalie Kolo/Commonwealth Media Services 


Pennsylvania microbiologist Kerry Pollard performs a manual extraction of 
the new coronavirus inside the extraction lab on March 6 at the Pennsylva- 
nia Department of Health Bureau of Laboratories. 


Market has 


worst day 
since crash 


of 1987 


The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The escalating 
coronavirus emergency sent the 
stock market Thursday into its 
worst slide since the Black Monday 
crash of 1987, extending a sell-off 
that has now wiped out most of 
Wall Street’s big gains since Presi- 
dent Donald Trump took office. 

The S&P 500 plummeted 9.5%, 
for a total drop of 26.7% from its all- 
time high, set just last month. That 
puts it way over the 20% threshold 
for a bear market, officially ending 
Wall Street’s unprecedented bull- 
market run of nearly 11 years. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average 
sank 2,352 points, or 10%, its heavi- 
est loss since its nearly 23% drop 
on Oct. 19, 1987. 

European markets fell 12% in 
one of their worst days ever, even 
after the European Central Bank 
pledged to buy more bonds and of- 
fer more help for the economy. 

The rout came amid a cascade of 
cancellations and shutdowns 
across the globe — including Mr. 
Trump’s suspension of most travel 
to the U.S. from Europe — and ris- 
ing worries that the White House 
and other authorities around the 
world can’t or won’t counter the 
economic damage any time soon. 

“We're starting to get a sense of 
how dire the impact on the econ- 
omy is going to be. Each day the 
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Alexandra Wimley/Post-Gazette 


Nathia Carmargo gives a bottle of hand sanitizer to her son Elijah Brown, 12, to put away after a trip to Walmart 
on Thursday in her home in Braddock. Elijah attends Woodland Hills Intermediate School, which closed in an ef- 
fort to limit potential COVID-19 exposure. 


Schools close amid exposure fears 


By Andrew Goldstein 
and Bill Schackner 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The closure of a Pittsburgh 
school Thursday over concerns 
that a student was exposed to 
COVID-19 was part of a sequence 
that led to the closure of schools in 
two other districts. 

Those were only a few of the lo- 
cal K-12 schools and universities 
making adjustments as the new 
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coronavirus pandemic continues 
to spread. 

The Pittsburgh region experi- 
enced just a small sample of what 
was occurring nationwide, where 
schools from coast to coast were 
shutting down over the virus. 


Ohio decided to close all K-12 
schools for the next three weeks, 
and Maryland closed K-12 schools 
for the next two weeks. 

There have not been any con- 
firmed cases of COVID-19 in Alle- 
gheny County, but a student at 
Pittsburgh’s Colfax K-8 may have 
been exposed to the virus through 
a relative outside the school, ac- 
cording to a statement from 


Bar owner 
in Rome: 
‘Prepare for 
the worst’ 


By Dan Gigler 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Giovanni Poggi has made a ca- 
reer making foreigners — particu- 
larly Americans from greater Pitts- 
burgh — feel welcome in Rome at 
his pub, La Botticella, just off the 
2,000-year-old Piazza Navona, one 
of the Eternal City’s largest and 
most iconic piazzas. 

But in the past week, life in Italy 
has ground to a halt as the Associ- 
ated Press has characterized the 
country as “the European epicen- 
ter of the [COVID-19] outbreak.” 
The Guardian reported Wednes- 
day that “the death toll from the 
coronavirus outbreak has risen by 
31% in 24 hours” to 827 with over 
12,400 cases — or a fatality rate of 


roughly 6.7% of cases. 
Mr. Poggi’s business — best 
knownasa Roman Pittsburgh bar — 


is closed for the foreseeable future. 
The Piazza Navona, normally teem- 
ing with thousands of tourists, its 
restaurants and cafes abuzz, is 
empty. The country has imposed a 
series of strict measures including 
travel bans to stem the spread of the 
virus. Even Pope Francis lives- 
treamed his normal Wednesday gen- 
eral audience — typically held in St. 
Peter’s Square and open to the public 
—from his private library. 

“Tt feels like a time of war,” Mr. 
Poggi said in a phone call Wednes- 
day afternoon. “We’ve never 


SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE A-4 


SEE ROME, PAGE A-6 


In echo of Mount Washington battle, city, Lamar fight over N. Side billboard 


By Mark Belko 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Pittsburgh and Lamar Advertis- 
ing are sparring over another bill- 
board, this one on the North Side. 

The city’s Urban Redevelop- 
ment Authority has sued to force 
Lamar to remove a billboard on 


River Avenue, claiming that the 
company is illegally trespassing on 
the property after the URA termi- 
nated the lease. 

But Lamar maintains that the 
URA took the action in retaliation 
for its “victory over the City of 
Pittsburgh in other unrelated mat- 
ters” — an apparent reference to a 


state Commonwealth Court ruling 
in August that permitted the com- 
pany to keep a banner draped over 
acontroversial Mount Washington 
billboard, one Mayor Bill Peduto 
has dubbed “an eyesore.” 

Lamar contends it has a legal 
right under Pennsylvania law to 
remain on the land either as a 


month-to-month or holdover 
tenant, even though the URA has 
ended the lease. 

An Allegheny County Common 
Pleas Court judge has tentatively 
scheduled a hearing April 2 on a re- 
quest by the URA for a preliminary 
injunction to force Lamar to re- 
move the billboard, which can be 


seen from Route 28. 

In its lawsuit, filed in January, 
the URA stated that it ordered 
Lamar to remove the billboard 
Nov. 30 after rejecting an offer by 
the company to buy the property. 
The billboard company had been 
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